The tumor microenvironment.
The concept of the tumor microenvironment, developed from Paget's "seed and soil" theory is made up of the cancer cells, the stromal tissue, and the extracellular matrix. In this mini-review, each of the components of this dynamic network will be examined. We will show that there are a multitude of complex interactions and a host of molecules involved in tumorogenesis and metastasis. We will further illustrate this notion with examples from the tumor microenvironment of breast cancer. Lastly, we conclude with thoughts about how this will influence the surgical field with examples of therapeutic agents already in use that target aspects of this microenvironment.